ICWA Inquiry Colloquy

· Are you aware of any Native America/Alaskan Native or indigenous heritage in your family?
· Has anyone ever mentioned a tribe and indicated you have some connection to it?
· If so, what is the tribe’s name?
· Which relative told you?
· Obtain contact info, relation of individual to child
· Ask parent’s counsel to submit family tree with all relative’s info for further inquiry
· Has anyone in your family ever received any tribal assistance funds or TANF payments?
· Has anyone in your family ever lived on an Indian reservation?
· Were you (parents) adopted?
· Were the grandparents adopted?
 
DCFS has an ongoing duty of inquiry. Parents are to notify social workers if any additional information arises during the pendency of the case.

If anyone mentions they are Native American because of Ancestry.com or other such website with no other information, I explain that itself is an insufficient basis to trigger ICWA. Such a result merely indicates there are relatives who are from those Native lands.
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