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Social Service Agency Administrators
Can Use Public Health Data and Resources to Address 
Substance Use Disorders

A Presentation Developed by the: 

● The development of this presentation was supported with 
funding from the Bureau of Justice Administration’s (BJA’s) 
Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant, and Substance Abuse 
program and the Office for Victims of Crime (OVC).  

● Points of view or opinions in this presentation are those of 
the presenter(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position or policies of the the BJA or  the OVC. 

Purpose

• Present the NCJFCJs “5 Ways Social Service Administrators 
can use Public Health Data and Resources to Address SUDs” 
• Begin a discussion about how social service administrators 

can use public health data related to substance use and 
abuse at the individual community level as well as the 
aggregated national level.
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Learning Objectives

Assess the data and resources available in your jurisdiction at the local 
level

Identify the ways public health indicators can be used to support the 
goals of your agency

Understand the value of public health indicators to inform services

How often do you use data in 
your work?
Polling Question

The role of social service administrators

Coordinate  
services

Assess 
community 

needs

Evaluate 
program 

effectiveness

Evaluate 
equity of 
services

Improve 
services 
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The value of public health data

Source: Georgetown Center on Poverty, Inequality, and Mental Health, 2019

5 Ways to Use Public Health Data to Address 
SUDS

Understand 
the scope of 
the problem

Ensure 
equitable 
access to 
services

Deliver 
ongoing

training to 
reduce

stigma related 
to substance 

use

Encourage 
accurate data 

collection
Develop local 

resources

Understanding the scope of the problem 
locally01

Youth in 
congregate 
or kinship 

care

Youth 
diverted to 

SUD 
treatment 
program

Parents 
ordered to 

receive SUD 
treatment

Youth in 
out- of-
home 

placement
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Percent of Children in Kinship Care, 2018-2020

Ensure equitable access locally02

Demographic Characteristics
(e.g. race/ethnicity socioeconomic status, SOGIE status, etc.)

Youth in 
congregate or 
kinship care

Youth diverted 
to SUD 

treatment 
program

Parents 
ordered to 

receive SUD 
treatment

Youth in out-
of- home 

placement

Delivering ongoing training to reduce 
stigma related to substance use by 
caregiver

03

Stigma can come from:
● Those in the community
● Family members
● Friends
● Service providers
● Medical professionals 
● Judges
● Law enforcement

Image from Franciscan Children’s 
(https://franciscanchildrens.org/blog/dispelling-myths-talk-mental-
health-can-cure-stigma/)
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Encourage accurate data collection04

Accurate 
data 

collection

Protoco
l

Address 
barriers

Training 

Develop local resources05
Family resource centers
More substance treatment 
facilities
Expansion of current 
substance treatment facilities
More resources in 
communities in need
Child care
Transportation Image from Family and Communities Together 

(https://www.factoc.org/)
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How do you plan to use public 
health data in your jurisdiction?
Please type in chat 
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Stay Connected With NCJFCJ &OVC
@OJPOVC

facebook.com/OJPOVC/

youtube.com/OJPOJJDP

ovc.ojp.gov/

@NCJFCJ

facebook.com/ncjfcj

youtube.com/c/NCJFCJ

instagram.com/thencjfcj

https://www.ncjfcj.org/news


